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Dear Mr, Webb:

1. This is in reply to your letter of 7 July 1950 which for-
warded for my comients the State-Defcnse Staff Study of 1 May 1950 on
R Production on National Intellirence,® together with a proposed NSC

directive,

2. In effect, the nproncsad WBC directive is violative of the
National Security Act of 1947 and contrary to the intent of the Con;ress.
The IAC would be changed from an advisory committee into a body of co=
equal directors of CIA, Thus, the elusive, collective responsibility
of commititee rule would be substituted for the definite, individual

responsibility of the Director of Central Intellipence.

3. Under the National Security Act of 1947, # was the intent of

the Congress:

8. To create an independent, central intelligence agenay
which would nrovide the initiative and leadership in developing
& coordinated intelliirence svstenm,

be To provide one individual, namely, the DCI, who the
Congreas would Liold perscnally responsgible for national intelli-
gence,

c. That CIA would look to the NSC only for broad direction
and guidance; and that the day-to-day operation of the Agency

would be in the hands of the DCI, and not under the control of
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a committee of representatives from subordinate components of

the intellipence commumity.

i, Clearly, the provosed FSC directive would negate the purpose
for which the Congress created CIA, In addition, the National Security
Councll does not have the authority to create conditions precgdent to

the "full statubory responsibvility of the DCI® ag imposed by the Conoress.

P

5.  You will recall thet both HSC 50 ancd the Everstadt Comnittee
re~affirmed the concent of CIA as a strong, responsible central agency

at the head of the intellivence community.

6. The need for a national esiimates staff and a curreat intelli-
gence working group has oeen recognized by CIA. In fact, for several months,
& small, central group in CIA has been collating and evaluating all availe
able information pertaining to Soviet intentions, This group has been
endeavoring to obtain full essrdination with other intellirence arencies
with indifferent success. (See DCI proposal re Watch Committee, etc.)

The conclusions of this group have been coordinated with the other intele
ligence agencies through the media eof those individuals who have bee:r made
avallable as an ad hoc Watch Committee. It is evident that the formalisgation
of the Watch Committee on a permarent and full-time basis s &nd with the full
cooperation of the intelli ence eormunity is long overdus, During the past
month, this group wiltiin CIA has been exnauded to meet the current operational
situation, and it is nlanned 4o formalize the groups status as indigated

in Enclosure A hereto., It is also mlanned to sstablish a Rational Bstimates

Staff, A statement of its functions is attached as Enclosure B,

Approved For Release 2002/01/02 : cm?RDP67-oo%5mqo/aooo4oo18-6



